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Corruption is a form of dishonesty or a criminal offense that is undertaken by a person or an organization that
is entrusted in a position of authority to acquire illicit benefits or abuse power for one's gain. Corruption may
involve activities like bribery, influence peddling, embezzlement, and fraud as well as practices that are legal
in many countries, such as lobbying. Political corruption occurs when an office-holder or other governmental
employee acts in an official capacity for personal gain.

Historically, "corruption" had a broader meaning concerned with an activity's impact on morals and societal
well-being: for example, the ancient Greek philosopher Socrates was condemned to death in part for
"corrupting the young".

Contemporary corruption is perceived as most common in kleptocracies, oligarchies, narco-states,
authoritarian states, and mafia states, however, more recent research and policy statements acknowledge that
it also exists in wealthy capitalist economies. In How Corrupt is Britain, David Whyte reveals that corruption
exists "across a wide range of venerated institutions" in the UK, ranked as one of the least corrupt countries
by the Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI). In a 2022 speech on "Modern Corruption", USAID Administrator
Samantha Power stated: "Corruption is no longer just about individual autocrats pilfering their nation's
wealth to live large", but also involves sophisticated transnational networks, including financial institutions
hidden in secrecy. Responding to Whyte's book, George Monbiot criticized the CPI for its narrow definition
of corruption that surveys mostly only Western executives about bribery. Similarly, others point out that
"global metrics systematically under-measure 'corruption of the rich' - which tends to be legalized,
institutionalized, and ambiguously unethical - as opposed to 'corruption of the poor'".

Corruption and crime are endemic sociological occurrences that appear regularly in virtually all countries on
a global scale in varying degrees and proportions. Recent data suggests corruption is on the rise. Each nation
allocates domestic resources for the control and regulation of corruption and the deterrence of crime.
Strategies undertaken to counter corruption are often summarized under the umbrella term anti-corruption.
Additionally, global initiatives like the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal 16 also have a targeted
goal which is supposed to reduce corruption in all of its forms substantially. Recent initiatives like the Tax
Justice Network go beyond bribery and theft and bring attention to tax abuses.
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The Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51) or the Corrupt Practices Act
1883 was an act of the Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. It was a continuation
of policy to make voters free from the intimidation of landowners and politicians. It criminalised attempts to
bribe voters and standardised the amount that could be spent on election expenses.
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Great Britain, also known as the Kingdom of Great Britain, was a sovereign state in Western Europe from
1707 to the end of 1800. The state was created by the 1706 Treaty of Union and ratified by the Acts of Union
1707, which united the Kingdom of England (including Wales) and the Kingdom of Scotland to form a single
kingdom encompassing the whole island of Great Britain and its outlying islands, with the exception of the
Isle of Man and the Channel Islands. The unitary state was governed by a single parliament at the Palace of
Westminster, but distinct legal systems—English law and Scots law—remained in use, as did distinct
educational systems and religious institutions, namely the Church of England and the Church of Scotland
remaining as the national churches of England and Scotland respectively.

The formerly separate kingdoms had been in personal union since the Union of the Crowns in 1603 when
James VI of Scotland became King of England and King of Ireland. Since James's reign, who had been the
first to refer to himself as "king of Great Britain", a political union between the two mainland British
kingdoms had been repeatedly attempted and aborted by both the Parliament of England and the Parliament
of Scotland. Queen Anne (r. 1702–1714) did not produce a clear Protestant heir and endangered the line of
succession, with the laws of succession differing in the two kingdoms and threatening a return to the throne
of Scotland of the Roman Catholic House of Stuart, exiled in the Glorious Revolution of 1688.

The resulting kingdom was in legislative and personal union with the Kingdom of Ireland from its inception,
but the Parliament of Great Britain resisted early attempts to incorporate Ireland in the political union. The
early years of the newly united kingdom were marked by Jacobite risings, particularly the Jacobite rising of
1715. The relative incapacity or ineptitude of the Hanoverian kings resulted in a growth in the powers of
Parliament and a new role, that of "prime minister", emerged in the heyday of Robert Walpole. The "South
Sea Bubble" economic crisis was brought on by the failure of the South Sea Company, an early joint-stock
company. The campaigns of Jacobitism ended in defeat for the Stuarts' cause in 1746.

The Hanoverian line of monarchs gave their names to the Georgian era and the term "Georgian" is typically
used in the contexts of social and political history for Georgian architecture. The term "Augustan literature"
is often used for Augustan drama, Augustan poetry and Augustan prose in the period 1700–1740s. The term
"Augustan" refers to the acknowledgement of the influence of classical Latin from the ancient Roman
Empire.

Victory in the Seven Years' War led to the dominance of the British Empire, which was to become the
foremost global power for over a century. Great Britain dominated the Indian subcontinent through the
trading and military expansion of the East India Company in colonial India. In wars against France, it gained
control of both Upper and Lower Canada, and until suffering defeat in the American War of Independence, it
also had dominion over the Thirteen Colonies. From 1787, Britain began the colonisation of New South
Wales with the departure of the First Fleet in the process of penal transportation to Australia. Britain was a
leading belligerent in the French Revolutionary Wars.

Great Britain was merged into the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland on 1 January 1801, with the
Acts of Union 1800, enacted by Great Britain and Ireland, under George III, to merge with it the Kingdom of
Ireland.
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Operation Tiberius was a 2002 internal London Metropolitan Police investigation, leaked to The Independent
in 2014. It found that criminal organisations had used Freemasonry connections to "recruit corrupt officers".
The Metropolitan Police acknowledged that it was borne of other investigations, but described it as a new
strategic approach to corruption, rather than a single operation.
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The Parliamentary Home Affairs Committee has published a redacted copy of a summary of the
investigation, with a lengthy annexe detailing other earlier corruption investigations, especially Operation
Russell. It investigated the charge that certain "organised criminals" were able to infiltrate Scotland Yard by
bribery. 19 former and 42 then serving officers were investigated for alleged corruption. It has been claimed
that the Metropolitan Police suffered "endemic corruption" and given the small number of convictions, doubt
has been expressed over whether this police force has extirpated the problem.

The report concluded that the infiltration was one of "the most difficult aspects of organised crime corruption
to proof against".

Some of Britain’s most dangerous organised crime syndicates were able to infiltrate New Scotland Yard "at
will".

Allegations of evidence tampering, interference with the pursuit of criminal suspects by other forces, and
close cooperation between senior police officers and master criminals, particularly those involved in illicit
drugs and prostitution, have been raised. Charges that jurors were bought off or threatened to return not-
guilty verdicts, corrupt individuals working for HMRC, both in the UK and overseas, and "get out of jail free
cards" being bought for £50,000 are also cited in the report.

I feel that at the current time I cannot carry out an ethical murder investigation without the fear of it being
compromised.

Unnamed MPS Senior Investigating Officer, currently attached to SO 1(3), cited in the Independent's report
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Roman Britain was the territory that became the Roman province of Britannia after the Roman conquest of
Britain, consisting of a large part of the island of Great Britain. The occupation lasted from AD 43 to AD
410.

Julius Caesar invaded Britain in 55 and 54 BC as part of his Gallic Wars. According to Caesar, the Britons
had been overrun or culturally assimilated by the Belgae during the British Iron Age and had been aiding
Caesar's enemies. The Belgae were the only Celtic tribe to cross the sea into Britain, for to all other Celtic
tribes this land was unknown. He received tribute, installed the friendly king Mandubracius over the
Trinovantes, and returned to Gaul. Planned invasions under Augustus were called off in 34, 27, and 25 BC.
In 40 AD, Caligula assembled 200,000 men at the Channel on the continent, only to have them gather
seashells (musculi) according to Suetonius, perhaps as a symbolic gesture to proclaim Caligula's victory over
the sea. Three years later, Claudius directed four legions to invade Britain and restore the exiled king Verica
over the Atrebates. The Romans defeated the Catuvellauni, and then organized their conquests as the
province of Britain. By 47 AD, the Romans held the lands southeast of the Fosse Way. Control over Wales
was delayed by reverses and the effects of Boudica's uprising, but the Romans expanded steadily northwards.

The conquest of Britain continued under command of Gnaeus Julius Agricola (77–84), who expanded the
Roman Empire as far as Caledonia. In mid-84 AD, Agricola faced the armies of the Caledonians, led by
Calgacus, at the Battle of Mons Graupius. Battle casualties were estimated by Tacitus to be upwards of
10,000 on the Caledonian side and about 360 on the Roman side. The bloodbath at Mons Graupius concluded
the forty-year conquest of Britain, a period that possibly saw between 100,000 and 250,000 Britons killed. In
the context of pre-industrial warfare and of a total population of Britain of c. 2 million, these are very high
figures.
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Under the 2nd-century emperors Hadrian and Antoninus Pius, two walls were built to defend the Roman
province from the Caledonians, Hadrian’s Wall and the Antonine Wall, the first of stone and the second
largely of turf. Unsurprisingly the first is the better preserved. Around 197 AD, the Severan Reforms divided
Britain into two provinces: Britannia Superior and Britannia Inferior. In the early fourth century, Britannia
was divided into four provinces under the direction of a vicarius, who administered the Diocese of the
Britains, and who was himself under the overall authority of the praetorian prefecture of the Gallic region,
based at Trier. A fifth province, Valentia, is attested in the later 4th century. For much of the later period of
the Roman occupation, Britannia was subject to barbarian invasions and often came under the control of
imperial usurpers and imperial pretenders. The final Roman withdrawal from Britain occurred around 410;
the native kingdoms are considered to have formed Sub-Roman Britain after that.

Following the conquest of the Britons, a distinctive Romano-British culture emerged as the Romans
introduced improved agriculture, urban planning, industrial production, and architecture. The Roman goddess
Britannia became the female personification of Britain. After the initial invasions, Roman historians
generally only mention Britain in passing. Thus, most present knowledge derives from archaeological
investigations and occasional epigraphic evidence lauding the Britannic achievements of an emperor. Roman
citizens settled in Britain from many parts of the Empire.
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Duncan Campbell (15 December 1944 – 16 May 2025) was a Scottish journalist and author who worked
particularly on crime issues. He was a senior reporter and correspondent for The Guardian from 1987 until
2010, and wrote several books.
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The Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) is an index that scores and ranks countries by their perceived levels
of public sector corruption, as assessed by experts and business executives. The CPI generally defines
corruption as an "abuse of entrusted power for private gain". The index has been published annually by the
non-governmental organisation Transparency International since 1995.

Since 2012, the Corruption Perceptions Index has been ranked on a scale from 100 (very clean) to 0 (highly
corrupt). Previously, the index was scored on a scale of 10 to 0; it was originally rounded to two decimal
spaces from 1995-1997 and to a single decimal space from 1998.

The 2024 CPI, published in February 2025, currently ranks 180 countries "on a scale from 100 (very clean)
to 0 (highly corrupt)" based on the situation between 1 May 2023 and 30 April 2024.

Denmark, Finland, Singapore, New Zealand, Luxembourg, Norway, Switzerland and Sweden, (almost all
scoring above 80 over the last thirteen years), are perceived as the least corrupt nations in the world —
ranking consistently high among international financial transparency — while the most apparently corrupt is
South Sudan (scoring 8), along with Somalia (9) and Venezuela (10).

Although the CPI is currently the most widely used indicator of corruption globally, it is worth emphasizing
that there are some limitations. First, the CPI does not distinguish between individual types of corruption
(some are not even included in the index), and people's perceptions do not necessarily correspond to the
actual level of corruption. To get a more comprehensive picture, the CPI should be used alongside other
assessments. Furthermore, the CPI is better suited for analyzing long-term trends, as perceptions tend to
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change slowly.

Political corruption
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Political corruption is the use of powers by government officials or their network contacts for illegitimate
private gain. Forms of corruption vary but can include bribery, lobbying, extortion, cronyism, nepotism,
parochialism, patronage, influence peddling, graft, and embezzlement. Corruption may facilitate criminal
enterprise, such as drug trafficking, money laundering, and human trafficking, although it is not restricted to
these activities.

Over time, corruption has been defined differently. For example, while performing work for a government or
as a representative, it is unethical to accept a gift. Any free gift could be construed as a scheme to lure the
recipient towards some biases. In most cases, the gift is seen as an intention to seek certain favors, such as
work promotion, tipping in order to win a contract, job, or exemption from certain tasks in the case of junior
worker handing in the gift to a senior employee who can be key in winning the favor.

Some forms of corruption, now called "institutional corruption", are distinguished from bribery and other
kinds of obvious personal gain. For example, certain state institutions may consistently act against the
interests of the public, such as by misusing public funds for their own interest, or by engaging in illegal or
immoral behavior with impunity. Bribery and overt criminal acts by individuals may not necessarily be
evident but the institution nonetheless acts immorally as a whole. The mafia state phenomenon is an example
of institutional corruption.

An illegal act by an officeholder constitutes political corruption only if the act is directly related to their
official duties, is done under color of law or involves trading in influence. The activities that constitute illegal
corruption differ depending on the country or jurisdiction. For instance, some political funding practices that
are legal in one place may be illegal in another. In some cases, government officials have broad or ill-defined
powers, which make it difficult to distinguish between legal and illegal actions. Worldwide, bribery alone is
estimated to involve over 1 trillion US dollars annually. A state of unrestrained political corruption is known
as a kleptocracy, literally meaning "rule by thieves".
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Police corruption is a form of police misconduct in which a law enforcement officer breaks their political
contract and abuses their power for personal gain. A corrupt officer may act alone or as part of a group.
Corrupt acts include taking bribes, stealing from victims or suspects, and manipulating evidence to affect the
outcome of legal proceedings (such as in a frameup). Police corruption challenges the human rights of
citizens, and can undermine public trust in the police when uncovered or suspected.
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The prime minister of the United Kingdom is the head of government of the United Kingdom. The prime
minister advises the sovereign on the exercise of much of the royal prerogative, chairs the Cabinet, and
selects its ministers. Modern prime ministers hold office by virtue of their ability to command the confidence
of the House of Commons, so they are invariably members of Parliament.
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The office of prime minister is not established by any statute or constitutional document, but exists only by
long-established convention, whereby the monarch appoints as prime minister the person most likely to
command the confidence of the House of Commons. In practice, this is the leader of the political party that
holds the largest number of seats in the Commons. The prime minister is ex officio also First Lord of the
Treasury (prior to 1905 also the official title of the position), Minister for the Civil Service, the minister
responsible for national security, and Minister for the Union. The prime minister's official residence and
office is 10 Downing Street in London.

Early conceptions of the office of prime minister evolved as the primus inter pares ("first among equals");
however that does not differentiate on status and responsibility upon whoever is holding office. Historically,
the prime minister has never been the first among equals at any time prior to 1868. Until now, that
characterisation of the prime minister is reflective of the democratic nature of their position. The power of the
prime minister depends on the support of their respective party and on the popular mandate. The appointment
of cabinet ministers and granting of honours are done through the prime minister's power of appointment.
The prime minister alongside the cabinet proposes new legislation and decides on key policies that fit their
agenda which are then passed by an act of parliament.

The power of the office of prime minister has grown significantly since the first prime minister, Robert
Walpole in 1721. Prime ministerial power evolved gradually alongside the office itself which have played an
increasingly prominent role in British politics since the early 20th century. During the premierships of
Margaret Thatcher and Tony Blair, prime ministerial power expanded substantially, and their leaderships in
the office were described as "presidential" due to their personal wielding of power and tight control over the
cabinet. The prime minister is one of the world's most powerful political leaders in modern times. As the
leader of the world's sixth largest economy, the prime minister holds significant domestic and international
leadership, being the leader of a prominent member state of NATO, the G7 and G20.

As of 2025 58 people (55 men and 3 women) have served as prime minister, the first of whom was Robert
Walpole taking office on 3 April 1721. The longest-serving prime minister was also Walpole, who served
over 20 years, and the shortest-serving was Liz Truss, who served seven weeks. Keir Starmer succeeded
Rishi Sunak as prime minister on 5 July 2024, following the 2024 general election.
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