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Quicksilver may refer to:

Quicksilver (metal), the chemical element mercury
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Quicksilver (Pietro Django Maximoff) is a fictional character appearing in American comic books published
by Marvel Comics. The character first appeared in the comic book The Uncanny X-Men #4 (March 1964)
and was created by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby. The character has since starred in two self-titled limited series
and has historically been depicted as a regular team member in the superhero title The Avengers.

Quicksilver has the superhuman ability to move at great speeds. In most depictions, he is a mutant, a human
born with innate superhuman powers. In comic book stories beginning in 2015, he is the product of genetic
experimentation by the High Evolutionary. Quicksilver most commonly appears in fiction associated with the
X-Men, having been introduced as an adversary for the superhero team. In later stories, he became a
superhero himself. He is the older twin brother of the Scarlet Witch and, in most depictions, the son of
Magneto and a Sinti woman Magda, and the half-brother of Polaris.

Debuting in the Silver Age of comic books, Quicksilver has featured in several decades of Marvel continuity,
starring in the self-titled series Quicksilver and as a regular team member in superhero title the Avengers.

The character has also appeared in a range of movie, television, and video game adaptations. Two separate
live-action versions of Quicksilver have been adapted by two different film studios: Aaron Taylor-Johnson
portrayed the character in the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) franchise, appearing in Captain America:
The Winter Soldier (2014) as a cameo and Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015) while Evan Peters portrayed him
in the 20th Century Fox films X-Men: Days of Future Past (2014), X-Men: Apocalypse (2016) and Dark
Phoenix (2019), as well as a cameo in Deadpool 2 (2018). Peters later appeared as an imposter Pietro in the
MCU television series WandaVision (2021), as a nod to his past role.
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Quicksilver Messenger Service is an American psychedelic rock band formed in 1965 in San Francisco. The
band achieved wide popularity in the San Francisco Bay Area and, through their recordings, with psychedelic
rock enthusiasts around the globe, and several of their albums ranked in the Top 30 of the Billboard Pop
charts. They were part of the new wave of album-oriented bands, achieving renown and popularity despite a
lack of success with their singles (only one, "Fresh Air" charted, reaching number 49 in 1970). Though not as
commercially successful as contemporaries Jefferson Airplane and the Grateful Dead, Quicksilver was
integral to the beginnings of their genre. With their jazz and classical influences and a strong folk
background, the band attempted to create an individual, innovative sound. Music historian Colin Larkin



wrote: "Of all the bands that came out of the San Francisco area during the late '60s, Quicksilver typified
most of the style, attitude and sound of that era."

The band's members included John Cipollina, Gary Duncan, Greg Elmore, David Freiberg, Nicky Hopkins,
and Dino Valenti. Valenti drew heavily on musical influences he picked up during the folk revival of his
formative musical years. The style he developed from these sources is evident in Quicksilver Messenger
Service's swing rhythms and twanging guitar sounds. After many years, the band has attempted to re-form
despite the deaths of several members. In 2006, Duncan and Freiberg toured as the Quicksilver Messenger
Service, using various backing musicians.
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Mercury is a chemical element; it has symbol Hg and atomic number 80. It is commonly known as
quicksilver. A heavy, silvery d-block element, mercury is the only metallic element that is known to be liquid
at standard temperature and pressure; the only other element that is liquid under these conditions is the
halogen bromine, though metals such as caesium, gallium, and rubidium melt just above room temperature.

Mercury occurs in deposits throughout the world mostly as cinnabar (mercuric sulfide). The red pigment
vermilion is obtained by grinding natural cinnabar or synthetic mercuric sulfide. Exposure to mercury and
mercury-containing organic compounds is toxic to the nervous system, immune system and kidneys of
humans and other animals; mercury poisoning can result from exposure to water-soluble forms of mercury
(such as mercuric chloride or methylmercury) either directly or through mechanisms of biomagnification.

Mercury is used in thermometers, barometers, manometers, sphygmomanometers, float valves, mercury
switches, mercury relays, fluorescent lamps and other devices, although concerns about the element's toxicity
have led to the phasing out of such mercury-containing instruments. It remains in use in scientific research
applications and in amalgam for dental restoration in some locales. It is also used in fluorescent lighting.
Electricity passed through mercury vapor in a fluorescent lamp produces short-wave ultraviolet light, which
then causes the phosphor in the tube to fluoresce, making visible light.
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Max Mercury (Maxwell Crandall), also known as Windrunner, Whip Whirlwind, and Lightning, is a DC
Comics superhero similar to Quality Comics' Quicksilver. Initially an obscure speedster, the character was
rebooted by Mark Waid in 1993 in the pages of The Flash and turned into a mentor for Wally West and Bart
Allen.

Max Mercury appears in the television series The Flash, portrayed by Trevor Carroll.
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Operation Quicksilver may refer to:

Operation Quicksilver (deception plan), a World War II plan by the Allied nations threatening an invasion at
Pas de Calais
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Operation Quicksilver (1978), an American nuclear test series of eighteen blasts conducted at the Nevada
Test Site in 1978 and 1979

Operation Quicksilver (1990s), a plan to reduce the size of the United States Army in the early 1990s as a
result of the end of the Cold War
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Quicksilver is a 1986 American drama film written and directed by Thomas Michael Donnelly and starring
Kevin Bacon. The film, which was distributed by Columbia Pictures, also stars Jami Gertz, Paul Rodriguez,
Louie Anderson, Laurence Fishburne, and Rudy Ramos.
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Quicksilver is a utility app for macOS. Originally developed as proprietary freeware by Nicholas Jitkoff of
Blacktree, Inc., it is now an open-source project hosted on GitHub.

Quicksilver is essentially a graphical shell for the macOS operating system, allowing users to use the
keyboard to rapidly perform tasks such as launching other apps, manipulating files, or sending e-mail. Since
its first release in 2003, many of its features have subsequently been integrated into the modern macOS
system feature, Spotlight. It is similar to the macOS applications LaunchBar and Alfred, but uses a different
interaction paradigm. Because of its flexible interface and extensibility, Quicksilver has been called one of
the top productivity applications on the Mac.
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Quiksilver is a brand of surf-inspired apparel and accessories that was founded in 1969 in Torquay, Victoria,
but is now based in Huntington Beach, California. It is one of the world's largest brands of surfwear and
boardsport-related equipment. The parent company changed its name in March 2017 from Quiksilver, Inc. to
Boardriders, Inc., and is the owner of the brands Quiksilver, Roxy and DC Shoes. In 2018, Boardriders
acquired Billabong International Limited, gaining the Billabong, Element, Von Zipper, RVCA and XCEL
brands. Authentic Brands Group bought Boardriders and its associated brands and intellectual property in
2023.

Quiksilver manufactures and sells a wide range of products that include sportswear (swimsuits), clothing (T-
shirts, polo shirts, flannels, jackets, hoodies, pants, shorts), footwear (sneakers, sandals), and accessories
(hats, backpacks, and wallets). The company also produces a line of apparel for young women, under the
Roxy brand. Another line of apparel for women is sold under the brand Quiksilver Women.
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Quicksilver is a historical novel by Neal Stephenson, published in 2003. It is the first volume of The Baroque
Cycle, his late Baroque historical fiction series, succeeded by The Confusion and The System of the World
(both published in 2004). Quicksilver won the Arthur C. Clarke Award and was nominated for the Locus
Award in 2004. Stephenson organized the structure of Quicksilver such that chapters have been incorporated
into three internal books titled "Quicksilver", "The King of the Vagabonds", and "Odalisque". In 2006, each
internal book was released in separate paperback editions, to make the 900 pages more approachable for
readers. These internal books were originally independent novels within the greater cycle during
composition.

The novel Quicksilver is written in various narrative styles, such as theatrical staging and epistolary, and
follows a large group of characters. Though mostly set in England, France, and the United Provinces in the
period 1655 through 1673, the first book includes a frame story set in late 1713 Massachusetts. In order to
write the novel, Stephenson researched the period extensively and integrates events and historical themes
important to historical scholarship throughout the novel. However, Stephenson alters details such as the
members of the Cabal ministry, the historical cabinet of Charles II of England, to facilitate the incorporation
of his fictional characters. Within the historical context, Stephenson also deals with many themes which
pervade his other works, including the exploration of knowledge, communication and cryptography.

The plot of the first and third books focus on Daniel Waterhouse's exploits as a natural philosopher and
friend to the young Isaac Newton and his later observations of English politics and religion, respectively. The
second book introduces the vagabond Jack Shaftoe ("King of the Vagabonds") and Eliza (a former member
of a Turkish harem) as they cross Europe, eventually landing in the Netherlands, where Eliza becomes
entangled in commerce and politics. Quicksilver operates in the same fictional universe as Stephenson's
earlier novel Cryptonomicon, in which descendants of Quicksilver characters Shaftoe and Waterhouse appear
prominently.
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