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London is officially the capital and largest city of both England and the United Kingdom, with a population
of 8,945,309 in 2023. Its wider metropolitan area is the largest in Western Europe, with a population of 15.1
million. London stands on the River Thames in southeast England, at the head of a 50-mile (80 km) tidal
estuary down to the North Sea, and has been a major settlement for nearly 2,000 years. Its ancient core and
financial centre, the City of London, was founded by the Romans as Londinium and has retained its medieval
boundaries. The City of Westminster, to the west of the City of London, has been the centuries-long host of
the national government and parliament. London grew rapidly in the 19th century, becoming the world's
largest city at the time. Since the 19th century the name "London" has referred to the metropolis around the
City of London, historically split between the counties of Middlesex, Essex, Surrey, Kent and Hertfordshire,
which since 1965 has largely comprised the administrative area of Greater London, governed by 33 local
authorities and the Greater London Authority.

As one of the world's major global cities, London exerts a strong influence on world art, entertainment,
fashion, commerce, finance, education, healthcare, media, science, technology, tourism, transport and
communications. London is Europe’s most economically powerful city, and is one of the world's major
financial centres. London hosts Europe's largest concentration of higher education institutions, comprising
over 50 universities and colleges and enrolling more than 500,000 students as at 2023. It is home to several
of the world's leading academic institutions: Imperial College London, internationally recognised for its
excellence in natural and applied sciences, and University College London (UCL), a comprehensive
research-intensive university, consistently rank among the top ten globally. Other notable institutions include
King's College London (KCL), highly regarded in law, humanities, and health sciences; the London School
of Economics (LSE), globally prominent in social sciences and economics; and specialised institutions such
as the Royal College of Art (RCA), Royal Academy of Music (RAM), the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art
(RADA), the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) and London Business School (LBS). It is the
most-visited city in Europe and has the world's busiest city airport system. The London Underground is the
world's oldest rapid transit system.

London's diverse cultures encompass over 300 languages. The 2023 population of Greater London of just
under 9 million made it Europe's third-most populous city, accounting for 13.1 per cent of the United
Kingdom's population and 15.5 per cent of England's population. The Greater London Built-up Area is the
fourth-most populous in Europe, with about 9.8 million inhabitants as of 2011. The London metropolitan
area is the third-most-populous in Europe, with about 15 million inhabitants as of 2025, making London a
megacity.

Four World Heritage Sites are located in London: Kew Gardens; the Tower of London; the site featuring the
Palace of Westminster, the Church of St Margaret, and Westminster Abbey; and the historic settlement in
Greenwich where the Royal Observatory defines the prime meridian (0° longitude) and Greenwich Mean
Time. Other landmarks include Buckingham Palace, the London Eye, Piccadilly Circus, St Paul's Cathedral,
Tower Bridge and Trafalgar Square. The city has the most museums, art galleries, libraries and cultural
venues in the UK, including the British Museum, the National Gallery, the Natural History Museum, Tate
Modern, the British Library and numerous West End theatres. Important sporting events held in London
include the FA Cup Final, the Wimbledon Tennis Championships and the London Marathon. It became the
first city to host three Summer Olympic Games upon hosting the 2012 Summer Olympics.
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Anna Minton is a British writer, journalist, and academic. Born 19 April 1970, educated at Queen's College,
Oxford, Minton has worked as a foreign correspondent, business reporter and social affairs writer and has
won a number of national journalism awards. She is the author of Big Capital: Who is London For?
(Penguin, 2017) and Ground Control: Fear and Happiness in the Twenty-First Century City (Penguin, 2009).
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Jones Lang LaSalle Incorporated (JLL) is a global real estate services company headquartered in Chicago.
The company has offices in 80 countries. It offers investment management services worldwide, including
services to institutional and retail investors, and to high-net-worth individuals, as well as technology products
through JLL Technologies, and venture capital investments through its PropTech fund, JLL Spark. The
company is ranked 188 on the Fortune 500.
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The British Land Company Public Limited Company is one of the largest property development and
investment companies in the United Kingdom. The firm became a real estate investment trust when REITs
were introduced in the UK in January 2007. It is headquartered in London, England and is a founding
member of the European Public Real Estate Association. It is listed on the London Stock Exchange and is a
constituent of the FTSE 250 Index.
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Rightmove plc is a British company which runs rightmove.co.uk, the UK's largest online real estate property
portal. Rightmove is listed on the London Stock Exchange and is a constituent of the FTSE 100 Index.
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Ben Dylan Aaronovitch (born 22 February 1964) is an English author and screenwriter. He is the author of
the series of novels Rivers of London. He also wrote two Doctor Who serials in the late 1980s and spin-off
novels from Doctor Who and Blake's 7.
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Safestore is the UK’s largest and Europe’s second largest provider of self-storage. It is listed on the London
Stock Exchange and is a constituent of the FTSE 250 Index.
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International Workplace Group plc, formerly Regus, is a Swiss-based company offering serviced offices and
coworking. It provides serviced offices under several brand-names, including Regus. It was started in
Brussels, Belgium, by Mark Dixon in 1989. It is registered in Saint Helier, Jersey, and has its head office in
Zug, Switzerland. It is listed on the London Stock Exchange and is a constituent of the FTSE 250 Index.
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Jonathan Randal Vaughan (born 16 July 1966) is an English television and radio presenter and a film critic.
He was the main presenter of Capital Breakfast alongside Lisa Snowdon on 95.8 Capital FM between 2004
and 2011.

Vaughan currently presents the Radio X drivetime show, weekdays from 4 pm to 7 pm (commonly referred
to on air as The 4til7 Thang) and The Kickabout every Saturday from 11 am to 1 pm. Vaughan also writes a
weekly column in The Sun newspaper reviewing recent film releases.
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Purplebricks is a British online estate agent which operates in the UK. Founded in 2012 by Michael Bruce,
Kenny Bruce and David Shepherd, it is backed by investors that include venture capital firm DN Capital as
well as Neil Woodford, Paul Pindar, and Errol Damelin.
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