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Peace is a state of harmony in the absence of hostility and violence. In asocietal sense, peace is commonly
used to mean alack of conflict (such aswar) and freedom from fear of violence between individuals or
groups.

Promotion of peaceis a core tenet of many philosophies, religions, and ideologies, many of which consider it
acore tenet of their philosophy. Some examples are: religions such as Buddhism and Christianity, important
figures like Gandhi, and throughout literature like "Perpetual Peace: A Philosophical Sketch" by Immanuel
Kant, "The Art of Peace" by Morihei Ueshiba, or ideologies that strictly adhere to it such as Pacifism within
asociopolitical scope. It isafreguent subject of symbolism and features prominently in art and other cultural
traditions.

The representation of peace has taken many shapes, with avariety of symbols pertaining to it based on
culture, context, and history; each with their respective symbolism whose nature can be very complex. An
example, being during post-violence, in contexts where intense emotions, these symbols can form to evoke
unity and cooperation, described asto fill groups of people with pride and connection, yet the symbolism
could also possibly form to convey oppression, hatred, or else.

As such, auniversal definition for peace does not concretely exist but gets expanded and defined proactively
based on context and culture, in which it can serve many meanings not particularly benevolent in its
symbolism.

"Psychological peace" (such as peaceful thinking and emotions) islessrelatively well-defined, yet perhaps a
necessary precursor to establishing "behavioural peace”. Peaceful behaviour sometimes results from a
"peaceful inner disposition”. It has been argued by some that inner qualities such as tranquility, patience,
respect, compassion, kindness, self-control, courage, moderation, forgiveness, equanimity, and the ability to
see the big picture can promote peace within an individual, regardless of the external circumstances of their
life.
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The Nobel Peace Prize (Swedish and Norwegian: Nobels fredspris) is one of the five Nobel Prizes
established by the will of Swedish industrialist, inventor, and armaments manufacturer Alfred Nobel, along
with the prizes in Chemistry, Physics, Physiology or Medicine, and Literature. Since March 1901, it has been
awarded annually (with some exceptions) to people who have "done the most or the best work for fraternity
between nations, for the abolition or reduction of standing armies and for the holding and promotion of peace
congresses." The Oxford Dictionary of Contemporary History describesit as "the most prestigious prizein
the world."

In accordance with Nobel's will, the recipient is selected by the Norwegian Nobel Committee, a five-member
committee appointed by the Parliament of Norway. The prize award ceremony is held in Oslo City Hall since
1990, previously in the assembly hall of the University of Oslo (1947-1989), Norwegian Nobel Institute



(1905-1946), and the Parliament (1901-1904).

Duetoits political nature, the Nobel Peace Prize has, for most of its history, been subject to numerous
controversies.

The 2024 prize was awarded to Nihon Hidankyo from Japan, an organisation formed by survivor groups of
atomic bomb victims "for its efforts to achieve a world free of nuclear weapons and for demonstrating
through witness testimony that nuclear weapons must never be used again”.
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A justice of the peace (JP) isajudicia officer of alower court, elected or appointed by means of a
commission (letters patent) to keep the peace. In past centuries the term commissioner of the peace was often
used with the same meaning. Depending on the jurisdiction, such justices dispense summary justice or
merely deal with local administrative applications in common law jurisdictions. Justices of the peace are
appointed or elected from the citizens of the jurisdiction in which they serve, and are (or were) usually not
required to have any formal legal education in order to qualify for the office. Some jurisdictions have varying
forms of training for JPs.
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The Armenia—Azerbaijan peace deal ams to end the ongoing Nagorno-Karabakh conflict between Armenia
and Azerbaijan. On 8 August 2025, Armenian prime minister Nikol Pashinyan and Azerbaijani president
ITham Aliyev, with the mediation of United States president Donald Trump, initialed an agreement and
signed ajoint declaration emphasizing the need to continue efforts toward the signing and final ratification of
the agreement.

Part of the agreement included granting the US exclusive rights to develop the Zangezur corridor, which the
US government has called the Trump Route for International Peace and Prosperity (TRIPP), for the next 99
years, aiming to connect the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic to the rest of Azerbaijan without checkpoints
through Armenia. Currently, due to the ongoing Turkish—Azeri blockade against Armenia, direct transit
through the region is hampered.

In addition to the immediate goal, the completion of the corridor would allow the passage of people and
goods from Europe to Azerbaijan and the broader Central Asiawithout needing to travel through Russia or
Iran. Iran and Russia have condemned the role of the United States in the proposed Zangezur corridor as an
encroachment.
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The 2025 Nobel Peace Prize is an international peace prize established according to Alfred Nobel's will that
will be announced on 10 October 2025 by the Norwegian Nobel Committee in Oslo, Norway, and awarded
on 10 December 2025.

Peace symbols

Peace



A number of peace symbols have been used many ways in various cultures and contexts. The dove and olive
branch was used symbolically by early Christians

A number of peace symbols have been used many ways in various cultures and contexts. The dove and olive
branch was used symbolically by early Christians and then eventually became a secular peace symbol,
popularized by a Dove lithograph by Pablo Picasso after World War 11. In the 1950s, the "peace sign”, asitis
known today (also known as "peace and love"), was designed by Gerald Holtom as the logo for the British
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament (CND), a group at the forefront of the peace movement in the UK, and
adopted by anti-war and counterculture activistsin the US and elsewhere. The symbol is a superposition of
the semaphore signals for the letters "N" and "D", taken to stand for "nuclear disarmament”, while
simultaneously acting as areference to Goyas The Third of May 1808 (1814) (aka "Peasant Before the
Firing Squad").

The V hand signal and the peace flag also became international peace symbols.
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Pacifism is the opposition to war or violence. The word pacifism was coined by the French peace campaigner
Emile Arnaud and adopted by other peace activists at the tenth Universal Peace Congressin Glasgow in
1901. A related term is ahimsa (to do no harm), which is a core philosophy in Hinduism, Buddhism, and
Jainism. While modern connotations are recent, having been explicated since the 19th century, ancient
references abound.

In modern times, interest was revived by Leo Tolstoy in his late works, particularly in The Kingdom of God
IsWithin Y ou. Mahatma Gandhi propounded the practice of steadfast nonviolent opposition which he called
"satyagraha’, instrumental in itsrole in the Indian independence movement. Its effectiveness served as
inspiration to Martin Luther King Jr., James Lawson, Mary and Charles Beard, James Bevel, Thich Nh2t
H?nh, and many othersin the civil rights movement.
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War and Peace (Russian: ????? ? ???, romanized: Voynai mir; pre-reform Russian: ?77??7? ? 27?77?; IPA:
[VZ?nai 2m7r]) isaliterary work by the Russian author Leo Tolstoy. Set during the Napoleonic Wars, the
work comprises both afictional narrative and chapters in which Tolstoy discusses history and philosophy. An
early version was published serially beginning in 1865, after which the entire book was rewritten and
published in 1869. It is regarded, with Anna Karenina, as Tolstoy's finest literary achievement, and it remains
an internationally praised classic of world literature.

The book chronicles the French invasion of Russia and its aftermath during the Napoleonic era. It uses five
interlocking narratives following different Russian aristocratic families to illustrate Napoleon's impact on
Tsarist society. Portions of an earlier version, titled The Y ear 1805, were serialized in The Russian
Messenger from 1865 to 1867 before the novel was published in its entirety in 1869.

Tolstoy said that the best Russian literature does not conform to standards and hence hesitated to classify
War and Peace, saying it is"not anovel, even lessisit apoem, and still lessahistorical chronicle”. Large
sections, especially the later chapters, are philosophical discussions rather than narrative. He regarded Anna
Karenina as hisfirst true novel.
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Brunei, officially Brunei Darussalam, is a country in Southeast Asia, situated on the northern coast of the
island of Borneo. Apart from its coastline on the South China Seg, it is completely surrounded by the
Malaysian state of Sarawak, with its territory bifurcated by the Sarawak district of Limbang. Brunei isthe
only sovereign state entirely on Borneo; the remainder of the island is divided between its multi-landmass
neighbours of Malaysia and Indonesia. As of 2023, the country had a population of 455,858, of whom
approximately 180,000 resided in the capital and largest city of Bandar Seri Begawan. Its official languageis
Malay, and Sunni Islam is the state religion of the country, although other religions are nominally tolerated.
The government of Brunei is an absolute monarchy ruled by the Sultan, and it implements a fusion of English
common law and jurisprudence inspired by Islam, including sharia.

At the Sultanate of Brunei's peak during the reign of Sultan Bolkiah (1485-1528), the state is claimed to have
had control over the most of Borneo, including modern-day Sarawak and Sabah, as well as the Sulu
archipelago and the islands off the northwestern tip of Borneo. There are also claimsto its historical control
over Seludong, in which Southeast Asian scholars believe the name of the location in question is actualy in
reference to Mount Selurong, in Indonesia, or Serudong River in eastern Sabah. The maritime state of Brunei
was visited by the surviving crew of the Magellan Expedition in 1521, and in 1578 it fought against Spainin
the Castilian War.

During the 19th century, the Bruneian Empire began to decline. The Sultanate ceded Kuching to James
Brooke and installed him as the White Ragjah, and it ceded Sabah to the British North Borneo Chartered
Company. In 1888, Brunel became a British protectorate and was assigned a British resident as colonial
manager in 1906. After the Japanese occupation during World War 11, a new constitution was written in
1959. In 1962, a small armed rebellion against the monarchy which was indirectly related to the
Indonesia—Malaysia confrontation was ended with British assistance and led to the ban of the pro-
independent Brunei People's Party. The revolt had also influenced the Sultan's decision not to join the
Malaysian Federation while it was being formed. Britain's protectorate over Brunel would eventually end on
1 January 1984, becoming afully sovereign state.

Brunei has been led by Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah since 1967, and the country's unicameral legislature, the
Legidlative Council, is simply consultative and are all appointed by the Sultan. The country's wealth derives
from its extensive petroleum and natural gas fields. Economic growth during the 1990s and 2000s has
transformed Brunel into an industrialised country, with its GDP increasing 56% between 1999 and 2008.
Political stability is maintained by the House of Bolkiah by providing awelfare state for its citizens, with free
or significant subsidies in regards to housing, healthcare and education. It ranks "very high" on the Human
Development Index (HDI)—the second-highest among Southeast Asian states after Singapore, which it
maintains close relations with including a Currency Interchangeability Agreement. According to the
International Monetary Fund (IMF), Brunei is ranked seventh in the world by gross domestic product per
capitaat purchasing power parity. Brunei isamember of the United Nations, the World Trade Organization,
the East Asia Summit, the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation, the Non-Aligned Movement, the
Commonwealth of Nations, and ASEAN.
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The Norwegian Nobel Committee awards the Nobel Peace Prize annually "to the person who shall have done
the most or the best work for fraternity between nations, for the abolition or reduction of standing armies and



for the holding and promotion of peace congresses.” Asdictated by Alfred Nobel's will, the award is
administered by the Norwegian Nobel Committee and awarded by a committee of five people elected by the
Parliament of Norway.

Each recipient receives amedal, a diploma, and a monetary award prize (that has varied throughout the
years). It isone of the five prizes established by the 1895 will of Alfred Nobel (who died in 1896), awarded
for outstanding contributions in chemistry, physics, literature, physiology or medicine.
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